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SERMON 


PR EACH D before their 


MAJESTIES | 


WHITE- HALL, 
On 1 February the 16th, 1689-50, 
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Palm Aid 55 5. { 
He cab d a Teſtimony in Jacob, and 3 
4 Law in Iſrael, which he commanded our Forefa- 
chers, that they ſhould make them known te their 
Children. 1 | 
That the Genergtious to come might know 7 
even the Children which fhould be born, wha 
Jhonld ariſe and declare chew to their Children. 


By Th bomas Teniſon, now Lord Archbi! — 
MET anterbury. 
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appointed a Law i Hrael, which 1 our. 

. Forefathers, That*vhey ſhould wake them Liane to 

: "their Ge e hiv ec hooks e 
V. 6. * hat the nen to. come r brow: 
The eY er the 1 h ſhould be born; * 

Paul at the and ae HATE, cem Fo their Childitn. 0 


HE Title of e 3 Iy belon 0 
: thoſe who are fer Jil ere 
oblige beten | 

Such a ong was King David, who Serv d his own 88 


-| ration very Fairhfufly ; and having ig finiſh” r 


delivered his Lamp to the e 3 this, 


as many are convinced, as either r the Hiſtory 
of — Lit or perulc, his Pſalms with Application of | 


. it was his card* amongſt bis ether 
har to continue the Memory of God's Fon, Be | 
orks from Age to Age; to the end that the Conſide- 


ration of his Power and Goodneſs m git effectually 


move them to — his Laws. Of ſuch Remembrances 
they ſtood in great need, being apt no lenger to think 
2 andy Miracles of Divinc Mercy, than whilſt they 
wt 
Wherefore God kimſclfpreſcribed this way 'of teach- 


ing his Statutes, and rehearſing the Hiſtory of his 


Mighty Acts, (and eſpecially 5 at Hareb ) ro their 


| Sons, and their Sons Sons. Deur. 4. 9. 


And that the Iſfrealites might not err in the repetirion, 
he caugd thoſe Statutes and wonders to be written down; 


not leaving them to the e of Oral Tradtion, 
A? | which 
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w etimes 1 affer h b "Y 
wy fo livers them d 5 paſſer, by cf 


often brings it to paſs, that the Led of one A ag 
come Hiſtory in.thoſe chat follow. ge, 


0 a, 


abliſhed a Teftimony in Jacob, and 4 8 a Law 


in 5 vbich be commanded our e 
ſhould make them known to their Children, 
That the Generations to come n even #he 
children which ſhould be ern, who Roald ariſ⸗ aw declere 
The Argument. of Doing a5 ie Pefterity, been ſet forth 
int eſe. yards not by any General Precept, but only 
by the eſpe cial Inſtance of propage tin th Apen owledge 
of his N I ſhall uſe them rather as the c Ocrafion, chan 
the Erqund of this Propoſition.” **** | 
That a Good Man, according to his- Talent nd 
£ © Circumſtance, does endeavouit ih ſich manner to Do 
good in his time, that the next Agealſo D proba- 


6 oF the benefit of it. 
Ae this kind of cue, 1 purpoſe 10 conſt: 
der. 25 4 ow | 
I. How fit and 3270 thing it is be put it in Pratlite.. | 
That, worwithſanding its fitneſs, there 5s too general o 
2 vo it. 
3. whence it * fo paſs that there © is of- Commen « Teure 
in ſo neceſſary a Duty. © 
4. By what means the Exe os it may be wile more re- 
gular, and more frequent m—__ that ſo the ages" to comie 
may have juſt cauſe to Bleſs Almighty God for the advantages 
derived to them from this Generat | 
1. Now, Firſi of all, the doing of Good to Poſerir, may 
ag a fit and reaſonable Practice; 
I. From a common Rule of Good and Evil. 
1 From the Obligation which man is under, to imi- 
fone God. 
From the Gratitude: we owe to former Ages. 
1 This is a Common Rule concerning God, not 
7 that'i it is to be done, but that we are to do what, 
Apen 
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IP able of Gion ig our 9 75 wp Condition. mow. 
8 7 K is increaſed as well hy the Duration of Benefirs, 


by their Magnitude and Number; ſo that if the Good h; 


25 in other 0 he that the. Charity t 
's but ad 57 docs well; but he chat does che Good 15 
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le 5 gives 4 cup of cold water to a thitſty mati, performs 
A Charicable. Office; but that Perſon 1s, * ieh che 
greater Bete þ 
time to time may 
Wherefore by A 18 ſons and [bs Proportion a Good, 2 
man. is requit d, according to his ability, to look beyoud 
the term of hisown few anduncertaiti days, knownon- 
ly "Heb A et fy hand 262 

els 


Relig ion 
, 125 


dare che lame G der of 14 Ame 1 0 1 


main 1 it might in its ſeveral Ages conveniently: Fre 
* the ſame Sun that ſhone on Adam, calightens | 


Ts permirte: men in the firf 25 of the World, to 
live very many Years, that by thei xperience (es ſpe- 
cially in che Courſe of the Stars, which required length 
of time for obſervation.) the Ae Ages mi he re- 
* Ful Inſtruction; aſefal, not only in ſecular Af- 
ut in Religion; the Heavens,” the more they under- 

= declaring the more abe Glory of God. 
He ordained the Sabbath, Kh Paſſover, the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, not merely for the men of any one 
Age, bur as Memorials of f the Creation, of the Deen 

our of Egypt, of the meritorious 55 

ers for many Generations. 
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bon, hi our Redeem- 
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. en l! ed Son one 90 U l. Veld 
Virtue might. ; communicated to all true 
ans, a1 as there ſhould bea Church on 


ag. cauſed Holy y Seriprorts tobe written for the good of 
All following 77 and the thiugs which were written 
=. of 3 were en out Admonition; upon whom 
=. * 25 ds of the world 41969 me... For inſtance; we are com- 
5 ee 71 9 Lor, who, ſo many Years 
5 king beck tower: an) ) was tüte into 2 
. Ma of Calt 1 Sulphur, Gen. 19. 25. 26. S. Luke 
17. 3 Deut, 29, 23. being puniſtd in the ſame ex- 
traordinæty way with” thoſe unclean Sinners who re- 
mained init. 85 

3. There is not a fitter expreſſion of out Lumen to 
- farmer 4 + than a hearty endeavour to procure advan- 
4 jage to t Hoke who come after us, as we havE received 
T benefit by 95 92 5 went before us; borrow! 
Raus, cel 0 upon the Effects pf their 
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ingh dbcen done for us; iu how 
ld wehe come intothe World 
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Much more miſera 


in 9 0 ſtate of Innocence, enjoy d t 


al „ ly chan Ad, who 
Farth, without 


the Curſe which Dibedienceb brought npon . Hall 
Arts, and Sciences, and Buildings, and other ſncfx 
Helps and Conyeniencesof Hemane Life, whe to oe in- 
ag, 75 "wich every Age, how Yade 

e onld condirion 87 + it be? How pg 
would it be preffed With the burthen of Neceſfiry ; thu 
much more painful and laborious would this render the 
Pilgrimage of man, which as it is, with alf its advan- 
tages, 12 ſtill its ſuffrient ſhare of trouble? In what 
darknes had we ſate in N to the means of our 

| Haß if it had not pleaſed the God of Wifdom, 
through the Bands of rhe C 

es, ta deliver down ro us the Holy Bible: 

does chertforewett Bee us to have a ſenſe of 
the Favours of thoſe who died before our times, b 


uk 


tiſtians of former Centuri- 


Rill| 


ion in places that want the 


Hill live in tlieir benefits; and atefully to celebrate = 
their-juſt. Praiſe, and to have a perpetual inclination, + 
when we have not further power, 10 , and to do like- 
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dviſe. at IEES env; bein wt 4» 
Bat au and juf as this Pracliss is, thete ſeems t 
2. Too general @ diſuſe of it; Some are cateful even to 
Anxiety, but they ſhow that the ſolicitude is for their 
ſelves; by their backwardnelſs in diſpoſing of any thing 
ſo muchas by a, WILL. Some let Receits atid Ir en- 
tions dye with them; by which great numbers in ſuc- 
ceeding Ages might have been profited. Some are not 

| Jo rhe ſelbei; and thetefote not likely: ro 
take due care for Poſtetity: They will nat put a 
tone into a decaying Building, or drop an acom into 
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the Ground for the ſake ofthoſe that thall follow them; 
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much lei have they a zeal for the ſupporting of Gods 
Church in difficult times, or Fr e of ttue Reli 
i fling. of it: Inſomuo } 
chat when they give un their wreeched lives ( as give 
them up they muſt; what averſion ſqever they have to 
it ) they appeat as a Place ſurrendrtd aſter a long and 
tedious Siege, where little remains, beſides dead Coxpſes 
„ . nit Ol 
And this puts me in mind of ſtill a worſer ſort of mn 
%ho by their inbumanity; make ſuch deſolations in their 


times, as late Poſterity can ſcarce repair. Their Ta- 
| lent lies not in promoting Trath; and Holy Horſtig, but 
n fotcing Error and Idolatry; not ini Building and 


Planting, but in plucking up and deſtroving. They 
ate imitators of among God of this'Wotld, whoſe 
Delight is Miſchief, whoſe: Triumphs ate e : 

Fire and Sword are the laſtrumonts of their Glory : They 1 
ſpare neither the Bodies of the Living, nor the Aena 
ment: of the Dead. They lay waſt in a few hours, ſtrong - 
and beautiful Cities, which were the fruit of the Arts 


_ and Laboursof former Times. One would think they 
would W it ſelf, if their Force were 
$7 . 4 


equal 
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canal to their Pride and Malice: Tlwugli that ſart of 

nien, of all others in the World; have the leaſt reaſon 
tao haſten the Day of judgment. When their Acts ſhall 


be rehearſed before the Children that are yet unborn, they 


will riſe up with juſt indignation; and call their Memo- 

. 3 F 4 8 1 au 

Has we have propoſed in the tbird 

' 465 We Wente ines the Cauſes och 

- nets,” weſhaliwithout much diffculty, find them a+ 
mongſt the ill Principles and diſotderly Lats and 'Pagions 


and Humour: of unreaſonable men. As for exam- 


Pio; 
thai Opinion ter minate their Deſgm, as they i» 
magine they do their humane Being, in this 


Life. TY LEAP OF. „„ * „„ bn ©2224» i 
Thoſe who live by Senſe, whoſe Objects are preſent, 


Have no regard for ſuch as they ſhall never live to ſee; 


for fuck as are not capable of returning them immedi- 


ate thanks, of making them Preſents, of pleaſing them 
with flatter ies, of rendring them ſuch ſervices as are moſt 
| graccfulto feln and blood. VV 
MF SOT will not be at the pains to build or to up- 
| Hold, to manure or cultivate, to.catechifſe:a Child, or 
| anfirutta Servant, or difcreetly to reprove an irregu- 
far. Neighbour: They will let their own Vinepards 
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| over-run, in their own times. with Briars and 
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Ihe Cæreleſi and Holuptuou are contented to think ( if 
chinking be at any time the exerciſe of ſuch Affectors of 
of Exc j char Pere and Plenty will laſt ſor their Days; 
anch that is all the Eternity they care for; ! 
fucly * — Ruin often comeSdown upon their Heads 
before chetcrm of their Life is expired. So it common- 
Iv happens to the Prodigal who inſpect not their Affairs, 
and believe their Fortune to he fuſfirient for; their Jime; 


wart in chat Imaginatſon . fay'tb heir Souls; Foke your 
mad aud dream om tiſꝭ t aro ſurpria d by P auerry 5 
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Uncharitable- 


in 3160 7 DOK de en eee, 
© The' Arheifizal; if they follow the conſequence of 


C0 


| ble. 
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And, if their looſe and (wit way of living permitstbem 4 


Humber many Years; there remain to them the 
zwelt. de 4.26. iun: Whpch has the moſt 
ad greateſt needs, the Age of Labour aud Sor- 
%% 0 ·— > La Ne ain 
The Ill-natur'd hate the reſt ofthe World, and arc 
ne pleaſed that the ſtate of it ſhould be bettered by them. 
t of the abundance of ſuch an ill Heart came that 
worſt of Sayings pronounced by one of the Brutal Hea- 
thens, When I leave the World, let Earth and Fire mingle; 
ot, let the Frame of Nature be immediately diſſolv d. 
He would have .fotborn thoſe. wicked Words, if 
he had but juſt thought of that more dreadful Fire 
which Divine Juſtice has prepared for the Uncharita- 


ww 


oreover, the Proud and the Deſigning, who are them- 
ſelves ignorant, will on purpoſe deny a leberal Educa- 
tion to thoſe Children who are under their Conduct, 
leſt they grow too wiſe and ſenſible for them. 

From the ſame Paſſion it is, that Wicked Men en- 
deavour to hinder both preſent and future Good, by 
depreſſing generous and worthy Perſons, giving them 
octaſion to complain, with that great Warrior Be- 
Hlerius; “ It was not a Crime that hurt us but En- 


'Likewiſe, the Covetuous either ſtifle the ill. of the 
Charitable, or forbear to fulfill them; converting 
that to their own uſe, which was piouſly intended for 


e e 5 

. Alſo, the Malicjons ſtudy on purpoſe to leave That 
which muſt go to others, in a ruinous Condition. It may 
be, without a Honſe for ſhelter, or a Tree for ſhade, 
ox a Eield worn out with perpetual bearing, or a Paper 
for Direction and forthe determination of Strife ; much 
more withour a Prayer for the Proſperity of thoſe who. 
— PE: ̃˙b!!... ̃ ˙ a 
— ore Mien-cf revengeful Dil Pony, i 
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Grace of God, by firm and ſtead 
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and Man; when their abus | 
Chriſt, prepare their way to the Mercy of God before 


whom they are ſuddenly to appear Itliat, being cngag-" 


ed in vexatious Suits and Quarrels with others, they 
have given it in charge tothe Heirs of rheir Families, 


to keep up the Grudg, and to continue the Controvergy 
from Generation to Generation. e. 


Finally, Where this Evil Tempter aboutids, it en- 


tails Trouble and Confuſion: For it requires little Skill 
rounfix aud embroil, but a great deal to eſtabliſh. May 


That (as we hope, and as we pray) be, for the future, 


7 


the Wiſdom of this Age, to the end that it may flouriſn 


in True Religion, in Unity, in Plenty, Peace and 


Health, and by that means become a Bleſſing to theſe 


Lands for ever. 


Theſe Evil Principler, Luſfts, Paſſions, and Bader 


which l have mentioned, are the Cawſes of the' Decay 


of chat generous Charity ſo beneficial to the Ages to 


Come. 


But, F ourthly, IE 


L et us not follow the inordinate Affections and unrea- 


ble Cuſtoms of the Men of this World, but be pre- 
vailed with to imitate David? or rather; the God of D- 
vid, who hath a Bleſſing for every Age; and who, when 
he reſted from the Work of Creation, did not forbear the 


Works of Providence. © 


"To this putpoſt, © 7708 ADR 2 Kt D124 
Firſt, That we may be capable of practiſing this fort 


of Charity, the forementioned Paſſiozs are to be ſubdu- 


ed by pious Conſideration, by 8 oe — K 
Reſolution; b. 


Converſation with Chriſtians whoſe Hearts are enlar- 
por by reading the holy Scriptures, and in them, the 

ſtory of God' Power and Goodnef: gene f 
Secondly, being thus made capable of doing (preſent 
5 and furure ob that we may do it as we . 


has been faid, That on their very Dratb-Bed:, La ſolemn 
Time in which 1 ſupplant the Love of God 
undart Charity ſhould, through 


| * 
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moves Men t | 
is no Virtue to leave that bebind us, which Death will 


of Damnation, for the greatning of thoſe, who 


d-will, the right Scope, 0 Decence, the Faſftice | 

of It, are well tobe weighed. "9 F 

And, Firſt, Good. ill ought to be the Spring which 
hat benefit thoie who ſucceed them; for ir 


not permit us to cart aπ n Dives laid up Goods ſor many 


years, and he left them to Others, without being to 


them a Benefactor; for, be laid tbem up for bimſelf, upon 
a vain and preſumptuous ſuppoſition of long Life; in 


which he was miſerably diſappointed, by the ſurpriz- 


ing Juſtice of that Righteous God, who ſaid to 
Him, Thou Fool! this Night thy Soul ſhall be taken from 


20 This Good. ill is to be directed to a right and 
pro table Scope that Charity may not be blinded by 


Superſtition, which hath founded many Societies, and 


left great Revenues, - and enriched many Shrizes, to the 


burt of Poſterity, by promoting the Honour of falſe be- 


ities and Saints; aud by encouraging a Worſhip from 
Age to Age, in which the True God can take no plea- 
ſure. 5 8 . 

There is alſo to be obſerved, in this Practice, a De- 
cency, which forbids a Man to be ſeverely Penurious all 


his days, for the doing a greater Good at the laſt; It is true, 


He is not to be condemned for cutting off unneceſſary 
Pomps and Expences in order to ſo good an End: And 
he may be bold with himſelf. But, though there may 
be a laudable Frugality, there muſt not be a ſordidneſs in his 
Selfdenial. Fa; 1 f 

Add to this, That Juſtice, as well as Deceney becomes 
all Men who piouſly deſign to be Benefactors to Poſterj- 
ty. They are not to do Evil thar Good may come of 
it; or, to be unjuſt, Oppreſſors, Extortioners in one 
Age, that they may be bountiful to another. Yer, ſuch 
is the manner of the Covetuous, Who love not Man- 
kind, nor their very Off-ſpring as Men, but in the Qua- 
lity of their ſecond-ſelves : They run the hazard even 
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- rally ſpend with vicious 
ed together. 


Sea, to calm that which is tumultuous, the Rage of the, 


Fociety, and by the ſtrength of which we a while (by 
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rotufene(s all that Wealth |, 
9 — they had gather- | 
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. Thirdh, Having found out ſuch Rules as theſe for | 
the governing of our Practice, we may render. our 
ſelves more fit for the diſcharge of ſo Excellent a Du- 


which, with ſuch guilt of 
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Firſt, By removing certain Diſcouragements. e 


P . Te 

The Diſcouragementz are of Two Kinds. Jah, 

1. Suſpicions Of Ability to doſuch 2 e 
2. Hindrances of Willingneſs in Thoſe who are able to 


da it; and in ſome of them who are not ill inelin- 


PPP oi Freon bw 83 5 
I. Men of inferiour Condition ſuſpeck their Abiliy; i- 
magining, that he who would become à Benefactor, 
muſt be arm'd with great Power and Authority indued 
with high degrees of Wifdom, and furniſhed with ſuck 
heaps of growing Wealth, as may ſupply Charity, with- 
out ſenſible Diminution. | —- 4 

Whereas there are divers waies by which Perſons, in . 
meaner Circumſtances, may, in their Age, be uſeful 
both to that and the next. A poor Man, as we read in 
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Secondly, By attending to ſome further Mo- 3 
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W did by his prudent. Counſel deliver a City. 


And that Place had, probably, the Benefit of his good 
Advice a long time after; tho' whilſt his wiſdom made 
him conſiderable, his Poyerty expoſed him to the Scorn 
and Neglect of the Proud and ur grateful. There are 
true BenefaQtors in the World bel. s ſuch who have A- 
bility to make Publick Waies, to repair Breaches of the 


People; to build Houſes for God's Worſhip, to. found 
Colledges and Hoſpitals, to ſubdue: public Enemies, 
and to enact wholſom Laws, which are the Nerves of 


God's Bleſſing) ſubſiſted, though Popiſh Superſtirion 
did ſo furiouily aſſault us. Many may communicate 
. : 9 ro 


for 


ou 
Du- 


i * 4: Is $ is - 


to their Neighbours a wholſom Medicine, though they 


annot erect a Houle for the Sick; and Wounded, and 


Impotent. Every Maſter ofa Family in 1/ael. was ob- - | 
liged to ſhew his Children the Reaſon of the Paſchal © 
r [ Feaſt, and to teach them the Law of God. Thoſe, © 


therefore, were not Performances out of their Power, 


for then they could not have been their Duty. Andto 


Chriſtians their great Maſter faith, What excellent 
things do ye? W : 
they may do by Ln the Holy Hiſtory of God's 


Law and his wonderful Works before others, that they 


may learn jt, and tranſmit it to the next Generation. 


Much Good they may do by teaching of neceſſary Doc- 
trines to Youth, and by forming the manners of thoſe _ 


who are likely to outlive them. They may inſtil into 
them betimes ſuch Chriſtian Principles as may grow 
up with them, and bring forth Fruit in their Age, He 
he h a ſmall proportion of Silver or Gold: 

yet be ſometimes capable of W behind him a more 
valuable Legacy: By giving the World a Book of Piety, 


ſuch as that of the Whole Duty of Man, by which the ju- 


dicions and modeſt Author hath done a greater Good to 


| choſe who lived in and after his Time, than if he had 
poured forth other Riches upon them in overflowing 


* 


mean e 4 1 95 

Moſt are capable of doing a durable Charity hy good 
Example, which may operate when they are dead. and 
gone. To how many Generations has the Inſtance of 


afflicxed Job adminiſtred Courage and Support, whilſt 
they have called it to Remembrance in the Time of their 
Trouble? And there is great need of virtuous Example 


at do ye more than others >? Much Good 


may 


Le. 


for the ballancing of that which is Bad; the Contagion - 


of which ſticks like Leproſie in Families, Churches and 


Kingdoms. Feroboam the Son of Nebat made Fſrael to 

fin 1. King. 14. 16. [to commit that great Sin of Ido- 

latry, by worſhipping the true God by an Image] both 

in bis Time, Jay 

for his own and for other Men's Sins. But What yy 
Wer 


after he was gone to anſwer böth 
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ſwer could he make for cithiet 2 Either was a, Burthen 
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away. Exod. 20. 5, 6. C. 34. 7. Deut. 7. 9. 
all Good Auen, as good, are heneficial both at preſent and 
very often, according to the Righteouſneſs or Impiety 
of the firſt Heads 21 „„ 
Secondly, There ate Diſcouragements which hinder 


from being Willing. That is to lay, The Inſtance of 
have undone themſelves by ſome uſeful Invention, which 


rhe fruit of their Wir, Labour, and Expence. Alſo 
che Inſtances of Failures and Frauds of {mothered or 
abuſed Legacies, in Truſt, of the converting of 
chat to the uſc of the Rich, which is bequeathed 
to the Poor; together wich the Conſideration of the 
uncertainty of Times, in which, by Wars and tumultuous 
Violences, the Effects of publick Charity do often periſh, 

There is much Truth in this Objection, but yer not ſa 
much as makes it unanſwerable. Uſeful Inventions are of- 
ten greater Charities than could have been done by the 


do not alwaies happen: They do not alwaies come; 
and 1 to them, not who are injur'd by them, but by 
whom they come. And the Obſervation of ſuch acciden- 
tal Miſcarriages ſhould, indeed, increaſe the Caution, but 


profitable for us to remember, That whatſoever Ha- 
zards Good Works run, the Soul that has done them in 
Chriſtian Manner, ſhall be ſafe in the Hands of their 


ed, 


1 


Then, for the Charity of Prayer, who is there that cau- 
nor call on God for a Bleſſing on Perſons and Families, li 
on Churches and States, after they ſhall have ſeſt this 

unquiet Stage, and that Scheme of tbe World which: paſſeth 
In ſum, all Wicked Men, as wicked, are hurtful, and: 


for the future. Bleſſing and Curſing perſue Families 
Men, vho are able to do Good to other Generations, 


Backwardneſi in Public Mannagers to rewerd thoſe who 


generally ruines the firſt gs oxaſy whilſt Poſterity reaps 


Painsand Wealth which they coſt. Frauds and Abuſes 


not prevent the Charity of wealthy Men. It is, alſo, 


Mediator, Chriſtians know in whom they have believ- 


cd, and 


an % * 
R * 
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ow able he is to keep that which izcommitted = 


h 
0 bs Truſt to tbat Day, F g 
For the uncertainty of Times and Seaſons, that's an Ob. 
bection at doing Good in all Ages; for Heaven only. | 
lis a Kingdom which cannot be ſhaken. _ * 
"Wherefore, laying aſide theſe Impediments, caſt 
Jin our Way by too great a Degree of Jealoulie, let 


| Secondly, Provoke our ſelves to Piety and to Gd , 


Works, by laying before our Thoughts ſuch further 


* 


: | Motives as theſe. 


The Firft may be taken from the true pleaſure which is 
found in all good Ads, and particularly of thoſe of that 
kind of which we have been ſpeaking. Pleaſure natu- 


+ | rally ſprings up in the Mind, when we think of any 


cling we much value, as continuing and proſpering. 5 A 


great degree of happineſs conſiſts in Bope, and in hop 
— — b 2 . The Mind is Job's when 18 


ſtinted, and when it fees an end of any thing in which it 


took content. And if pleaſure is derived to us from the 
growth and progreſs even of our humbleſt Plants, much 
more ſhall webe pleaſed by the extent of our goodneſs to 
Chriſtian Men, and in the duration of it. It is a bleſſed and 
comfortable y Rough that God will vouchſafe to uſe 
ſuch frail earthen efſels, as Inſtruments of good; by In- 


ſtruction, by Example, by Prayers, by Alms, not on- 
| korn the Span ofour Li fe, bur. for __ years to come. 
* 


Was à ft Conſolation to Abrabam, that in his 


7 


Ar ing al the Nations of the Earjb ſhould be bleſ- 


6 4 | 4 
; The Second Motive may be taken from Honour, 
which is Fame acquired by doing of worthy things. 
After this Men ſo naturally thirſt, that ſome 
haye affected the Name of Benefa&ors, Luke 22. 
25. who have turn'd their Power into Oppreſſion; for 
of that number ( as Philo ſhews us) was Caius Caligula. 
They underſtood what was vencrable, but they did not 
purſue if, | : . | 


Even 
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Even the Charity which is tranfent, is honourable 


9 


Soul who neither liv'd nor dy d to themſe 


—— OT IE : ˙ ·˙ en 
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and the Woman who with her Spikenard anointed aur 


Sa piour to his burial, is to this day honourably remem. 
bred whereſoever the i of the Goſpel is read. And 


if to tranſfent good our Praiſe is due. En to that 
which is laſting it ought not to be denied. Wherefore 


the Hoh Virgin, conſidering the Salvation of the World 
by Chriſt, whoſe Mother ſhe was become through God's 


ſpecial favour, believed not her Magnificat to be a vain- 
orious Hymn, but ſaid with humble Joy, God hath regard 
ed the lowlineſs of his Hand- maiden; for bebald from henceforth 
all Generations ſhall call me bleed.  _ -. 
But the greateſt Motives of all are, Conſcience, which 


: * 


requireth us to do £904, as our Chriſtian Duty. 


ſers before the Unproficable (the 


eligious Fear, whic 
unprofitable to Men, for God we cannot profit) the 


Terrors of the great Day. And, laſt of all, 


Religious Hope, which moves us to be uſeful, in all our 
Capacitics, whilſt time laſts, upon the moſt comforta- 
1 em of an Eternal Recompence. . 
SOthe bleſſed Day, when thoſe who abound in the work 
of the Lord Feſus, __ find their ſabour not to be in vain in 
the ſame Lord. When the penitent, pious, and righ- 
tcous, ſhall behold the gener] Aer] of thoſe great 

les. May God 
prepare us for this Felicity,, by Faith, and Repentance, 
and Good Works, through him who was both the deſire 
and the bling of all Nations, Jeſus Chriſt the . to 

h th 


whom with the Father and the Holy Gboſt be all Honour 
and Glory, W orld without end, Amen. ä 
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